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THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE.

CHAP. xvin.

Troubles oj
Germany.

striving to destroy one another. The instincts of theo-
logical sympathy overcame the duties of political alle-
giance, and men who were subjects both of the Emperor
and of their local prince, gave all their loyalty to him who
espoused their doctrines and protected their worship.
For in North Germany princes as well as people were
mostly Lutheran: in the southern and especially the
south-eastern lands, where the magnates held to the old
faith, Protestants were scarcely to be found except in the
free cities. The same causes which injured the Emperor's
position in Germany swept away the last semblance of
his authority through other countries. In the great
struggle which followed, the Protestants of England and
France, of Holland and Sweden, thought of him only as
the ally of Spain, of the Vatican, of the Jesuits; and he
of whom it had been believed a century before that by
nothing but his existence was the coming of Antichrist on
earth delayed, was in the eyes of the northern divines
either Antichrist himself or Antichrist's foremost chan>
pion. The earthquake that opened a chasm in Germany
was felt through Europe; its states and peoples marshalled
themselves under two hostile banners, and with the Em-
pire's expiring power vanished that united Christendom
it had been created to lead11.

Some of the effects thus sketched began to shew
themselves as early as that famous Diet of Worms, from
Luther's appearance at which, in A.D. 1521, we may

h Henry VIII of England when
he rebelled against the Pope called
liimself King of Ireland (his pre-
decessors had used only the title
' Dominus Hiberniae') without ask-
ing the Emperor's permission, in
order to shew that he repudiated

the temporal as well as the spiritual
dominion of Rome.
So the Statute of Appeals is careful
to deny and reject the authority of
'other foreign potentates/ meaning,
no doubt, the Emperor as well as
the Pope.